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HTS poor unpoliſh'd Sermon ven: 
tures to appear, not for it's own 

fake, but becauſe of its Author's * 
preſent Exigence Who did nit think 
of Compoſing or Preaching, as it now is, 
and much leſs of Printing it, till about 
Tao Days before it was deliver d. From 
which Time be reſolv'd to draw up his. 
T houghts on the Text here cited, aud in 
the Concluſun to figmfie his Gratitude. to: 
his Friends and - Acquaintance, in and 
ner RicyuMoND. Hhichbeing done, 
and the Diſcaurſe having paſs'd the Pul- 
ok "tas judg'd not improper, for the 
ike Reaſon, to Hand it yet further to 
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the Preſs; left Perſons at a Diftance, 
* ſhould conclude from his « —— Re- 
' 2moval, that either his Neighbours of the 
| Laity -avere unkind to him, or he to 
them. Aud therefore he thought fit to 
add, - that both theſe” are far from being 
| True ; and that be took his Leave ney of 
. ty, upon a ſudden private Diſguft, not 
| per, he ſuppoſes, to be nam'd here ; 
ever. at once he declares from his Heart, 
Me he is in "ow Charity with alt 

en. 
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Bur P yu unto you, which. hear, lows you | 
 _-. Enemes, do-good to them which hate ye 
: bleſs them that curſe you, and mA fo 
them which defpirefulh ly uſe Yor. 


ILL we A enerally fee the Effefts anl 
* 'Fruits of Chriſtian Love, I hope that t 
Labourers in God's Vineyard, will nc 
be thooght too officious.or frequent in ſowing th 

Ec mes It, and in endeavouring to make ther 

_n humane Society. . Now Nature bic 

| pg: yy love another, and Reaſon bids us loy 
thoſe wholove By Gon and All that arequalifyed to d 
_ je Love * y acres F eathens em: 
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thus far nerd and Ry accordingly ob- 
ſerve. what we term the Duty of Humanity or 
| Kimaneſs. "IV 21ÞH-1. AL 
But, beyond this natural, 2 S. Yea onable. Of: 
ice, what is it':to 5 ve ! Chriſtans ſtand 
| obliged : ? 'Tis.to lovewithout Rearker is to. Na- 
; ture,which bids us lovethoſe who love and are like 
4s; *tis to love without conſulting the Judgment of . - 
Reaſon, which bids us love thoſe y who are wort 4 
be lov'd ; and-if we:w: ould meaſure, and/acc$ 
ingly aſcend to the PerfeRtion of this Duty, oa us 
hearken to the Goſpel;- c | 
Jeſus Chriſt. .. There does he inform us, that to 
love agreeably tochis motlefioff 5g 15 toaffett 
and love-even that. which by. it at lovely 
NOr- engaging ; it 'is to ER al and 
fFegdernefs towardsWidſe, Ro at theWine time 
bear Malice and Rancoir at us. \Fory!ays the Sa- 
viour of the World, ye have”. beard, = it -hath 
been ſaid, as St Matthew wor ds it, u ſhalt love 
tþ Neighbour and batetbine Enemy. Ariſtoels,and 
C *ero, nay, and as he meant it,, the Sriveeand 
Parte .do feem-- te. declare at- this wild 
ate ; but, .as with him St. Lake alſo. has it, 7 
ſa onto you which hear, bave: your  Enemues , do good 
@ them which, hate you, ; Bleſs them tbar-cur ſe. you, 
; hay or them that apy wſe you? - Wha ch ſe- 
Expreſſions to Enemies, do 
fer r theſs Eon 09 Head dro Diſcourſe. F 
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oo \"Apd lafl y, 4: thall addreſs my far to you in 
regard. to wy foe: 10g Occafion at this time. 
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him: the leaſt Hurt, but rather to do 
wiſh; -him all poſſible Good. Whence it 
5*t at- he," who! is endu'd with this Chri- 
raGrace, muſt needs:have removed from the. 
bottom. of his Heart, all the hidden” Sentiments 
of Anger and Revenge, muſt have diſcharged and: 
purged wumſeh from all inward Rancour, which! 
1eryproperl ſyl'd 1 in Scripture, 7 he Leaven of 
Molice, an e being apt to ferment and ſpread; It 
tends of Courſe, if not timely prevented, to infet 
the bole Lamp, to run thro a Man's whole Con= 
dud, and toicafta Sowerneſs on all his Actions. So 
| long, as it lies hid'in the. Secrets of the Heart,” it! 
only waits fora fit Occafiotiof breaking out ; and no 
ſooner, is this offer'd, bur all1 in-a Fury, it throw TS 
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ptth Tenn y or may be expeticd 1 to be Fa: 
vehement 1 in; its Exercife, or fo intenſe i in its De- | 
greetowards an Enemy as a Friend, yet in Bow- 4 
els of Fleſh and Blood, it nay and muſt extend * 
ſo-fax, as toreftrain a ' Mari not only from inju- 4 
ring, 'but effeAtually to move hin to do all thoſe- | 
ce of Juſtice and Kindneſs; which Opportu- | 
nity puts itt tits Way, even towards them that , 
hate hit. "Which | rings me, | 
Il. To enlarge upotithis firſt Officeand Effect of | | 
love to. Pmemies, which confiſts doing Good to thern.. | 
"Trae Chriſtian, Loves a geherous and - diffix---| 
fivePrincipte ; like the Heart, itt which alone it | 
vouchfafes' to refide, it imparts a Warmith arid':| 
Wie to _ thatit can achs, pg] it would oy | 
r the hole Compaſs of the Univerſe ; that ;| 
therein: if night con Bia Benefits. and' 'Fa--1 
vouts, as welt to tHoſe- who. deſerve them not, 
as: alfs to thoſe who. do ; -infomunch, that .if the. 4 
' Health, the'Eftate, the Content, the Prefertnent, } 
oratly. FR "St NICE even of an Enemybe atany 
tithe providentiall caſt info'a' true Chriftians Po-4 4 
wer, Ha univerſal Love he bears, incites and ſpurs 
him on te,do Good for Evil, and to be kind tothe: 
Perfon who hates him; and atcordingly ſo ou by 
we, as long as we pretend: to be call'd by tha 
Name,. to: regulate our Practice. 1 
1. Thus, for inſtance, if our Enem belanguilhing oy] 
agg gl ck, and WIG if it bein our Power to k:/{ of 


CUFE 


Cure him, we we, as Chriſtians, a be heartily, con- ; 
cern'd for his Malady.,. and make'it our care to. 
preſerve. that Life, otic .ONCE Pechings as hear-, 
tily tended. to ruine- ours. * 
| & If we. know that :our Enemy is Head” 
and [likely to- ſuffer as to his Worldly Goods 
and Concernments, we, as. Choline >. muſt 
not. ſtand till .and gaze! pnconcernedly. at his. 
approaching Miſery ; Spot: we-muſt readily ftep 
in- to. his Aſſiſtance, muſt, lay 'open the Fraud 
and prevent the Misfortune, being as. ready. to | 
keep him from. being undone as to- wy himif he 
were, . If our Enemy be xaktd'and b | 
Door XC r. we, as Chriſtians, are: 'bound t6: take bim in 
ud cloath him, even. him, .I ſay, that. would once 
" ve ſtript us and ſhut us out: of his Houſe, when” 
E our ſelyes had none, © -If our Enemy Bea Pri- 
mm, we muſt vi/it and be kihd'ro Hirm,” tho at the 
ame- time we know, that it was his' Unkindnefs | 
r Injuſtice to »5 that caſthim there. If our Ene-- - 
he an hunger d; we, as Chriſtians,: my Fave bun © 
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feat ; if he be thirſty, we ruſt, give bin Drink; we 
buſt expend even thoſe very: an: $in doing "him 
, for which he envy'd and wi 


'q1 whom reat-. 
| Hort, and which, 1f he, convenient! 18; 
Y xwould long -fince have Sp6i i'd andRob 
ys If our.  Eriemy: be trofibled in Mind, or* 
Qed in Conſcience, - we, as Chriſtians, muſt 
avour to relieve him and to turn”, bit 1 fro oft 0 
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Hell. | 1 HER” 
-..4:. To this I add, That in caſe of our Ene- 
my's Aim at: Preferments, as we are bound 
to do him all poſſible good Turns, ſo muſt we 
not even Meditate, .and much leſs execute any 
the leaſt ill Office or Damage towards him, tho” 
never ſo. fair Qpportunities: were offer'd: of Se- 
crecy and Advantage by it. We muſt not en- 
deavour to blaſt his Intereſt, nor give him a 
Secret Stab, albeit we were fure, that. he could 
not. know the Hand from which it came, and: 
as ſure to gain an-Eftate, or even this Wald, by | 
doing ſo.. Should our . Enemy lie fo. far .at our 
Mercy, as that even a Word put in. might daſh: 
or elſe, promote. his Buſineſs, we muſt not find” 
in..our Hearts privily to- undermine. his Cha-' 
racer, by ſaying ſome ul that is falſe,' or by 
not owning, :or at leaſt, not mentioning, or 
not. commending any good. that 1s true of him ; 
for tho”. our. Enemy does, neither, ſee nor hear 
us, yet we know: that. God. does ; and there 
fore muſt we a& as in his awful Prefence, and 
ſhew our Love to. be. as uniform and..conftant; 
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zZ as is the Will of Tim who! Commantent to- be 
* ſuch. Far be it from us to:make .ufe of ſuch 
b- Occafions to obſtru&t his Lawfll Iritereſt; © everi 
© tho' we thereby 'advance our own; and much 
| leſs while we only, reap! this Curſed Sativfaction, 
.of having done. a Cloſe Rrvenge. Far be it from 
-us to Applaud our ſelves for. cur Power, ; Wat, 
' or Knowledpe, 'thus' miCemploy'd ; to thinkwe 
are conſiderable, and. that the World ought” to 
:, Court or Fear us,: even: becauſe we have the 
F Knack of doing Miſter, eaſily, fafely'and ſuc- 
y, and” of ſhewing. how *exadily we can 
init the Devil, by Haring, even'as we: are 
© hat 
or _ Alas, theſe Wretched Practices, theſe hel- 
Siy Methods. of: thirfting. asit were for an Ene- 
.Xny's Blood, and rifingfrom: his Ruine,' are to be- 
abkorred and loathed, as being altogether oppo- 
| fite to that clear, that innocent Spirit, to thatun- 
| defi that open Freedom, which .becomes | 
| Sefigping. ors of Ct Chriſtian Love: 'Qn' tether 
Hand, tho we had never o fair Opportunities of 
, doin! Miſchief, "we ſtand obligd in all ſuch Caſes 
" toefpoulſe our Enemy s juſt Cauſe both in com- ' 
© metiding, where he is commendable, and excu- 
ing him, '1f polſhble, even wheze mig eh We 
if elp forward his Intereſt,” by ing. fa- 
= of him,. 'by acknowledg his Bos Worth, 
Kirly interpreting _ dou i whom, of 
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| his Life. TC erfirion'; 5 and bbs, us I havd 
hinted, :wuſt we do,” evenout of our Enemy's 
Geht.and hearing, and when by Conſequence,if we 
would; we might moſt ſafely. ryine: him. ' Nayj 
-to compleat the happy” Effects of Chriſtian Love 
/ gp No orb pra” to. "pal in this ſecond 
ce, in bleſſing and praying for th:m, indoing not 
_ only. our ſelves: biit af Gee: -begping(F0d- to de 
Good to thoſegtwho Turſe and eſhitefally uſe. us] 
This indeed crownsand compleats the forementis! 
on'd Inſtances of Love. By this does: the Chriſtian! 
demonſtrate, that: he is inclin'd to do his. Lnemy: 
| jqaiginable KindheG3:whild afrorhaving!Yone! 
wh eever He can;: he Ril}-conRflesthitihe cannot 
do enough; whettfore he earneſtly calls in Heas. 
ven.to uf i his willing Mind, and folicites the Ala 
ny Deng {> 8a :invenke 
1s,31t Love; that hes would- fain- c v mmor9/nthais 
his own private ſtock will allow of; :and{findir 
wp, x; More ſcanty: than his Wiſhes;: onll goes 
| JPP3y: Qt bath): defies too himy/.a 
S ATE-intEShaned ;yhe tepairs'forbim; -wi/aſe 
are punite;-t0 call Pi eee leg:. the 
2my;iand approaches warn 
ong' oP ( Gra that ro | nay \-bec 
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7 ns may We:  referntle the "Son of God; who 
+ down his Life for his'/Enemies,'antwho ſp, 
ps Boenthinn: pr wor thoſe who' took 
my himi;! nay,” this:may. we reſbinble 
fountain'of” iLovs Net Goodneſs,' God:the Fa- 
Xt; who is kind: tothe 'Unthankful and to the Evil, 
bo maketh bis Sun torriſe. on the Pull and on the 
E = abdifengeth; Ram: ou+be Fuſt and on- the: Ubi 
Thus have explajn'd thr 
EO! contained in! the et —& amiely, 
1-16, in Ws }"\That we ought to tore or 
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does: be love. His. Eenemy. nou who... tho hg 
forges him, . be HE bears. j To "JF or | Hatrbd £ 
is Heart, . yet t-praceed. t orm 7r 
Ads of Kin dneſs pehsls bien wh for ae 
pl if he ſees his Enemy. naked ac ttuie of FR 
Iy Poo d,: bids him depart in Peace, be warm'd and 
Ara but at. this fad Jnr Re grues: bim not. thy 
> Bo ody. ;. which is. 
far From ſhewi wing. true Love ” that m effe& it 
only an ill-natur'd Tnfult, _— his Miſery. Nor, 
lafly, foes be love his Enemy enough, who, the 


in does. him. all the. ad thn he can. by 
his:Perſon Intereſt; ar Power, yet ſpares to ſolk 
cite the hs Ik bh to dor more kts alf, 'thay n 


he himſelf can. DP 1a, to. Hero the Ive. « a 
his good; wil gourd pe T t-now }after_ all, 
left.inideſcr hung oneeSa TN ty, which ; 
confiſts- in» point of: Defect, I ſhould FER indif 
creetly.ito*fall into, Br out the other, whict 
conſiſts; an, point. of Exceſs; I. ſay on, the othe 
Hand, that i;gdo. not; mean. that we ſtand « oblig} 
ſo;far-tglove. and.do good. ta. our "Enemies, f 
to.ſhew ;that_ in "Effect we. hate . and. ' hurt: on ; 
ſelves. ; .,no,, our. .Charsty in this as. well a 


other,,Reſpeds, "ace beght at. ome, AF tha 
lawful, that: in xted Py Ne OT.1oV1n uy ſolve 
-muſt.be look'd: on.as the ale and Me: ure of tf 


Love we bear to other. things; ry that. altho 
DAY: indesd.. Lorghe] GL BneRS, 64. as to, w! at 
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bm” t, may do Good t to them; and pray Gor them; 
as to thefuture ; yet are We not howndd {to db this 
fo' fat,"'or in fuch a (eas is inconfiftent- with 
our own 'redl'' Welfare. © "OFLove ruſt be ex- 
erted chiefly upon the Supp#ſition - of paſt-or pre- 
ſent Enmities ;; 'but if after all,” we-find that our 
hemy is likely: to.cop : Ta Fach,” and Ht ta car- 
on'a Malis abit th {IO may: For2/our 
SP "It is not 
| --Du g ro furniſh him Ons," = Pow- 
"ſtelt Ag "nor SR 
e mo 2A a Atheh Rs 
O "TY lbs Ran <isf {jpten 3c 5 4-9 Ye | 
fo uſe'a'fi Nin Coliverſe with bimy: Ne. mar 
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Prom dah, Qick mond. . 


come © nexs. to .exhort you . to the PraQice 
of, it, which I ſhall do IM, theſe. three. Mas 2 
tives. | 


_ E. Becauſe che loving of Etibinies | is ploatil 
add profitable. 


II. Becaulſe:it is. highly Ornamental and Pex 
fecive of our Nature, as-wWe Are Men. 


And IIE | Becauſ&- as. the. Text imports, | ith 
eſſential to our Pro FE fſfiop- as we are Chr ans, - 


E I ray; _becauſs the- exerciſe of. this Duty's 
loving, Enemies: is pleaſant and profitable, 
that not only.as to.our preſent, but alſo our fy 
ture Intered. I in” the other: World. - Now. in ,thi 
Caſe, ,and;upon Provocations given by: an, En 
- .my; the-firſt Advance towards Eaſe and: Pleaſug 
muſt;be Ipdolence, ' or a Relaxation and Freedox 
.from Pain. . Agreeabl y to. which,. the true 
* of «Enennes, - befides-. what-is afterwards. cory 
5quent tout; does. firſt create. this Freedom fro 
' Uneafinels and Pain, .and that by removing, as 
faid,. it muſt Pcourſe .do;.all the-hidden . Seat 
ments of Rancour. and Malice e: which when 
- Wit in-and-fweltring.in the Heart,. muſt needs] 
very, painful and uneafy-;.tor there'da they ;1 
| feerilike a Gangrene, breathing g nothing &: 
. ur amage and. Detrution \ 5 they, make; 
_ . p-evperoally, carefi uo hope. 19 bring: abqks 
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malicious Defias, and as ry ack and Imraſs ht 
Mind, as to take from him his '*Quiet and Re- 
poſe. For in this Caſe, as Solomon ſpeaks, The 
Angry and Revengeful ſleep not, 'except they bave. 
de « Miſchief ; and ther Sleep is taken away, except 
the cauſe ſome to fall : Btit'thus in” effe& do they 
the Point of their hatred toward their own 
7 Vitals become real Enermies''to their own Per- 
ons, arid bring upon themſelves the greateſt.Mi- 
ſeries, Caxying's Breaſt" pan: big and ſwelling, 
Uways in awiolent ſtate and- ready to be burft. 
Whereas the true Chriſtian, he who heartily-par- 
ONs: and loves his Enemy, 'and: quietly” -paſſes by 
Frongs and'Afﬀronts, enjoys'a - Cate 
h that by ſo doing, firſt, as I ſaid, havin  purg'd 
imfelf from all inward Raneour, 'an eby 
emoy'd Uneafine(s and | Pain, he - next falls in 
yith the bent of humane Nature, 'and fo be- 
Or % nes dir ealy eaſy. and* delighted ; foxaſmiuch 
he, like all other Men, havin "received: his 
1 tional Soul from the Breath of and being 
\ m'daccording tothe Inageofhim whos Love, 
, nnot- but ſtill retain* in himſelf ſore poodly 
aatures: reſembling God: and:ſome little:-Re- 
ques of his, :Divine- Original; fo! that therg are. 
Win hit ſomme:Sceds: of Lrige nuity, ſome ir 
on per ties:to an *miverſal ove, a Love: SM 
eve as the whole - World, "that takes) Ito! 


was 


_ © any that are like him, and of the xl kind ; fo 
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Men, whether T5 be Encciies or Friends. 
Conſequence, as it myſtneeds be uneaſy to contras 
dict this natural. Principle, by bearing ill Will te 


to comply with and obſerve it will be moſt eaſy 
anddelightſom ; and eſpecially when he confiders 
that this is. again expreſly enjoyn'd by his Lord 
and Maſter, What a redoubled Serenity, ati 
Chearfulneſs of Soul: muſt needs ariſe from the 
Conſcience of having done that, which is at one 
_— to his Nature and. conformable to hi 
this 1s for him to anticipate ane 
_ that.  Alabict which will hereafter | w 
cotmnpleatedamong the Samts m Light. Thus is 
the mean while his Breaft is as firm as a Re h 
which no Winds can ruffle, no Storms can mox 
ar any Way trouble its Peace: and: Contentment 
ſo falſe do we find this Maximof the Devil, Va 
Revenge is ſweet.. 
- Tothis1 add, That the loving of our Eneni 
.1s? not. only pleaſant but alſo profitable, and- th 
as well for our-preſent as future Intereſt in t 
other World. Eſpecially becaulſein the firſt Plai 
it ſecures'us from a great deal of pada. 
which the. n__—_ Man 1s expoſed ; who, bd 
fideshis inward Difquietude, draws upon himſe 
outward -Inconveniencies, particularly? 
that he exaſperates his E Nemies, - and provok * 
thenttodohim Nt EE 
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ent upon the Tak ior of his Fury 
ab but .and oY "he 
ig to/ the Ruine of his "Rockin nem he often Pur,” 
es himſelf -into the greateſt Miſeries. *Heen- 
zges with a Coinbatant, who perhaps :fnay-be 
Barone for him ; and "if ſo, he ;provevir the 
> at once"moſt unlucky to himſelE; moſt ſinful 
dbarbarous'in the ſight of God and Men, Yet 
«poker by too often, -does'this wretched, ' this 
areaſonable' Humour, beſt nd blind him, **that 
>: forfeits his Goods aſe, vir Gredit; tis _ 
fr 2, nay, and bis ys Soul, r | 
grnege he ſuffers himſelf, acUithi 
ſpeterged on bis Eneiiy. - WR ob; the 
"Hand, A ſoft Anſwer. 0 away IFrath;; 
me and. kind-$ pris heaps Ceals of Fire upon an' 
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's_ Head ; Cndls, 1 fay, which wilfeither 
him and: calm his Anger, will -wehate 


þ dec of his Difpleaſure and make him *be- at 
,.or el{E in: the If will corſfurmggor -at 
: (dj6rmim. ' Becaviſe if he-be foundY0-im-:. 
able, -as that -no' Endearmentyino. Kindneſs: 
| and þ #Hay his-Fury,'it will be 
motMankind to look. on n his | 
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not Men their Treſpaſſes neither will our Father for 


them that treſpaſs agamſt us ; agreeably to which,] 
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Word and Opinion of the World round about him, 
he'll be ſo little, ſo inconfiderable, as that his En- 
mity will be yet leſs to be fear'd, than his Friend: 
ſhip to be courted. 'This 1 ſay of courſe very ot- 
ten happens to the Angry and Revengeful Man 
beſides what he may expe& in a judicial way 
from the Hand of God, for daring to invade hi 
Prerogative, who hath ſaid, 7o me belongeth Yen 
geance ; 1 will recompence. But withal I add, 
that to love our Enemies is profitable, and tha 
not only as to our preſent, but alſo our future Ins 
tereſt, in the otherWorld ; which may ſufficiently 
appear to us from this, that the Pardon and Love 
of our Enemy now, is propos'd as an indiſpenſable 
Conditton of the Pardon of our Sins, and of ouj 
Acceptance with God at the. laſt day ; for lef 
we ſhould imagine that theſe are vain Terrors 
and that God will pardon us, altho we do not pa 
doi our, Brethren, our Lord has plainly told us 
if that wwe forgive Men their Treſpaſſes, our He! 
wenly Father will alſo forgive us, but if we forgn 


= 


give our Treſpaſſes. Alſo to ſhew the great im 
portance of this Duty, and to keep it freſh in on 
Minds, it 15 inſerted in-our daily Prayers, in whic 
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ack God to forgroe us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgit 


as often as we pray,we do notat once forgive, whs 
& heavy Curſe do we call upon our ſelves, ar 
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ow in effect, do we defire God'to be reveng'd on 
Is, While we our ſelves are cruel and revengeful ! 
Accordingly in our Aim we do quite miſs the 
Mark'; thinking to hit our Enemy, alas we 
wound our ſelves, whom if we had pardoned, 
we alfo might have had our Pardon ſeal'd, and 
been for ever bleſs'd. EIA 

- 2dly, I fay, that the PraQtice of this * Duty of 
oving Enemies 1s not only pleaſant. and profita- 
lle, but alſo highly Ornamental and Perfecive 

}f our Nature, as we are Men: Now unleſs we 
ould ſuppoſe, that our" Enemy is not a Man. like 
jur ſelves,it muſt be own'd, that in'{@meſenſe,he - 
ill bears the Tmage.of God ; and at,once having 
e ſame common ' Nature, he'earries a. Tran- 
tript of thoſe Perfettions which, we value-in our 
flves. Accordingly in him, tho hetbe indeed 
at a very ſully'd Copy, we may and' ought to. 
ay ſome Reſpe&+to th&« Divine Original ; "and 
pwever he be not our Friend, yet is he fill our 
rotber, and his Natures to. be valu'd, thothis.. 
pndition be indeed vile. and if fo, why ſhould 
e.be cruel? Why ſhould we do Wrong. one* to ano- 
er 2. Why ſhould we affront our Maker in his 
nage ? Why ſhould we at onte diſparage;the 
orth of 'our own Species; and do 'Miſchief:: 
EK. Fellow. Members of one and the ſame civy 
dy? Whereas on the other Hand, by Vein 
\& and tender-hearted to him that is our "Eng 


» 


£3 4 FI 
a” 1" W x 
245 Sy © 
© 
14.6 I, 
Sf. IE 


2 
ve 

< 

Cl 


1 


E-Y..4 


IE = E 


ae 
VP " 


p *. I 
4 To. 
' >>, y OP af 
"Sf? $4614.44 ae $ 
@ 2 Y 4 


reach dat Richmond. 


my, we may advance humane Nature to the 
higheſt Honour of which it 1s now capable. See- 
ing by this means, we do, as | have hinted, ob- 
tain a likeneſs not only to the beit of Creatures, 
but alſo to the Great Creator, whoſe Goodneſs ex- 
tends even to the Smful and the Unjuſt. I he Du- 
ty indeed may ſeem hard at the firft, but the} 
harder it is in the Performance, the more happy 
will 1t make us in the .end. And let it alſo be 
confidered, that however hard it may ſeem for 
Fleſh and Blood to command down the ftronge 
Reſentments, to compreſs the greateſt Heats, and 
inſtead' of -our Enemy to do Violence to our 
ſelves ;, yet ſtill ſo much. the greater- 1s the Glory 
of the Atchievement ; and to compleat this, God 
moreover aſſiſts. our Infirmities by the Benefits 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and by his Grace bears 
_ up our Natures to this height of Perfe&ion, 
. Which brings me to my laſt Motive for practifing 
this Duty of loving Enemies, namely, becauſe 
'tis effential to our Characer as we are Chr: 
ſtrans. - Bt : 
3dly Now 'tis the great Drift and Deſign of oux 
holy Religion to make a ſpiritual Union between 
the Souls of Men 5 and therefore, ſays our Savis 
our, Neither pray I for theſe, that is, >the Apoſtles 
alone, but for them alſo, which ſhall believe on wil 
thro therr Word ; that they all may be one as thou, 
Father, art im me and i thee, that they alſo may 
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'be one in us, that the World may believe that thou 
haſt ſent me. Agreeably to which, it is faid in 
the Ads of the * Apoſtles, that the multitude of 
them that believed were in ſo great Unity, that 
{they were of one Heart and one Soul. Property of 
Goods, which commonly ſetsWorldly Men at great 
-odds, did not hinder their Concord, becauſe they 
'bad all T bings common, by dividing their Subſtance, 
they united themſelves, and becauſe their Intereſt 
was but one, their Minds were ſo too. And thus 
at was utterly repugnant to their Principles and 
Praftice to harbour Malice and Hatred in their 
Heart, nay, ſo far were they from. this, that 
ey fail'd not to pray for their greateſt Enemies, 
(rather than contend about them). they, took 
fully the ſpoiling of their Goods, na nay .and of their 
Gery Life, knowing in themſelves that. they had in 
Heaven better and ax enduring Subſtance ; a that 
ther light Aſſdion, which was but for a moment, 
work'd for them a- far more exceeding and eternal 
Weight of Glory. In thisView of Life and. Immor- 
zakty, which the & pal beheld by.the Go; I 
=H ſo exemplary was their Forbearance, , 
the Fews and Gentiles Rood amaz'd, and na 
d an Opinion of ſomething more 'than ordinary 
Ethern:: Thus did they often ftrike their yery 
zxemies into Converſion, and it is obſerva- 
> that nothing. more contributed toward the 
ropagarion of ang VI - Faith, than the 
| le. | __ Sweets. 
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Sweetneſs, Love and Moderation of thoſe, wha 
preach'd it. This Leſſon they had been abun- 
dantly taught by the Precepts and Practice of 
Chriſt their Leader ; and whoſoever elſe has read 
the Goſpel cannot but know, that this Branch of 
, Charity and mutual Forbearance is the top Mar 
and diſtinguithing Note of a Chriftian. How ab- 
ſurd then, how 1nconfiſtent 1s 1t for Men to pre 
tend to be Chriſtians, and at the ſame time to re: 
fiſt this expreſs Command of Chriſt, whom the 
own for their Lord and Maſier *? Why do they 
cry unto him, Lord, Lord, if they do not the T hing 
which he Jays ? If, as they pretend, he is they 
Maſter, where then 1s bis Fear ? Or why do the 
call themſelves from his Name, and profeſs th! 
they abide in bum, if at the ſame time they do m 
walk even as be bath walked ? Who, again 1 ſay, be 
fides his expreſs Command, has alſo left usanE; 
ample, that we ſhould follow hx Steps? Who, w 
be was rewl'd, revil dnot again, when he ſuffer 
be threatned not, but commuted himſelf to him th 
judgeth righteouſly. He, like a Lamb, was dum 
_ and inoffenſive to his very Executioners; they u 
braid him, when dying, that tho he ſaved othe 
bimſelf he cannot ſave, and this rude Expreſfig 
tho not in their Senſe of it, may bear a ga 
ConſtruQion ; he minds not, he thinks not. 
 himfelf, but Mankind, and amidſt the Horrory 
_whis Crucifixion, when plung'd in Grief and E 
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| neſs, he opens his Ceparttg omg and lifts them 
up to Heaven, begging his Fathers Pity even up- 
dal them, who ſhew none to him, but cruelly. rob 
vim of what they. can, that is, his mortal Life ; 
ather, forgive them, ſays he, for they know not what 
they do. And now at length fitting in Triumph. 
it The right Hand of the Throne of God, and 
zoverning the World, he does not take an Ad- 
fantage of his uncontrollable | Power over. us, 
tho by our Sins are much more Enemies to God 
han one Man is or can be to another ; but till 
> treats us with all the Methods of Clemency, 
wed all the Arts of Endearments ; andybears with 
much long-ſu eff ring thoſe Veſſels of Wrath, which 
bſfinately themſelves for Deſtruction. And 
dw. of Gia ſo loved us, ſurely we ought alſo talove one 
other ; to love after-all, I hope I need flot ſay,. 
ble who love and do us Good, but 'even thoſe. 
ho hate and do us Hurtg To hate our Friends of 
nocent Perſons, is to reverſe the firſt Prindtþle 
our Being, and to put-the Foundations: of pur 
ature out of courſe ; and therefore would it look 
dſt baſe and unworthy even in the 'Judgment 
; Heathens. Alſo'to_ hate even thoſe who 
te us, 1s, as we have ſeen, repugnant to the 
Tag of Chriſtians ; for as much as the 
at to advance the Spirit of Love to. the utraoft 
Teion, and no ſuch .Roots as Rancougfand. 
uice {Roan be ſuffer'd to grow in their Freak 
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you, L call:God to record, that according to myj 


T1 am pure from the'Blood of all Men, that is, lam not 
guilty of their Ruine (if they periſh) either by my 
Doctrine or my Example : 'ThisI do not-ſay, out? 
of Pride or Vain-glo1y, but leaſt the Appearance 
of fome Evil, I mean of fome paſt or future Ma- 
lignzty on wy fideſhould ariſe from the Circums 
2 bs om now under : In that; my Deap Friends, 
ypleſs thy ſtanding in this Place, might he mafg 

- eſs precarious, and I might dare to do Gaad, without 
4... Zear-of undermining it, I think it neither for my 
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tereſt, "my \ Slane, nor my Fate to hold jt jt any 
longer, and therefore now declaremy . Inclifation 
to leave it. - Not but T do this with the utmoſt 
F telutancy i in reference to you ; you, for whom 1 
would gladly ſpend whatever I have or am, and 
whom I have done and ſhall for ever look on as ny 
C oy and my Crown ; you, that conſidering the very 
Qifadvantageous way of. my firft corning in, and 
:ttling amongſt you, have, beyond all my Hope 
br Expetation, open'd your Heart# and” Hands, 
1: md generouſly ſhewn wc Bounty - wards me; 
, that from-the Higheſt and Wealthy 
Ec Dick and Pooreſt, have mn otieh 
ne Hand a more obliging Condelrenfion, and-on 
the ether, a more Hap Reſpe&t, than > np 
| have ever ſeen paid, or ery think "due to a 
Ferſon of my CharaQer: and Static; ina 
Word, > aig Goedneſsg] : = 


; nd 1=% I'm eons I none, neyer RS; 

by ill-Wilt toward me, - unleſs+thro:evi/ Juſftiga- 

won, fon, 'Mi ſrepreſentation or Slan- _ 
fer ; from which the pureſt' Innocence capnot $4 
ecu: rE to it ſelf a -Proteftion. .Yet however#-'tis 

be vine) a (I need pot mention by whot 

r what) and, to avoid perpetual Gout 
of _ and: Broils, . I my Te "hg 
- ur ſlay laſt hr have —_— fo Ebay tl at e1't 
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PO STII 3 OR ROT A QLRTTE Tl 
IRCOrely;::nteade -;ygur -C and 
nee:be; ing Wit ;ell by 
prenh ſy k 
udics '( Ach 1 Kate pre time” 
erthan ordinary ) as by;my pub= 
LOT L.you, I have heartily en-; 
[EO and fa pc of 


"00 on we, vj if Fegnideas 
I's to fo oi 1 woold readtly devote my 
' Accordin ly. this reſpect” my; 


of God," and whicl 
Mo buſy'd In carking and 
Ve. contentedly - ta taken = 4 
e coreinto my,”Hands, with 
£4 be Fothers « or my ſelf. Nayy 
Ela Intereſt, but 
Rifigion * Was uppermoſt i 
Bleſfing I now breath and 
y puniſh me, if I ſay f 

"me to have. often'th 

wioht be ofter'd at with Is 

'even in this wealth 
bftance is) to. dif 
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Far ace 7 ainhee, that wg;may all. 


; " w theSen of Man,,, 
2 be*f WE. to-pratiſe the Do». 
.@rine id fo. to forgive. Men their: 
- Tees aps Res to forgive 16, ours; and, 
to:falhethe' Prom mike qu. 0p Char table, that] 
s they ſpall ot ee Life. eternal. This we;-ſhall? 


pat it. r that we do, when if being. 
© peuild; we revile not again ; when, if we we fer, 
T7 Wee nbrieatin nat, but;patiently gown our ſelyes tap 
YJ i atpudeeth righiconſly; that is; to. God, 20, 
wa mr Paugemrce belongs, and who will certainly z 
wy it; Not that this Obligation, - for Ing 
ance will bar a Man's clearing, hipaſelf, frory - 
Aſp dipus,: by deelaring and opening the-Trurhs: 
| totcern' him; nay: this © Perſon, efpeciath 1 
pulaleek Character.or who:bears a SacredOfkce; 

do, .and-/this, that he:may the. bette 1 
- . a (Bad, be-3s delign'-for,.by-dlaing Good 
: ERA the very Caſe of St Paul pſy elf "wi J 

'  *_ world rather have choſen: to die, than that Jay Man 
+ _/bould 'make huGlorying wit ; and when having af 
fume. the ."5-n Og of Folly,for ſeemingly Boaſ 
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